
March 14, 2021 ~ The 4th Sunday in Lent     

Welcome and Announcements ​~ Jan Lapenta 

Prelude ​~  Leigh Emmett  

Call to Worship from​ Psalm 107.1-3, 17-22 ~ ​responsive 

Liturgist: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 
 

People: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble 
and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north 
and from the south. 
 

Liturgist: Some were sick through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities 
endured affliction; they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates 
of death. 
 

People: Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from 
their distress; he sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from 
destruction. 
 

Liturgist: Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to 
humankind. 
 

People: And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds with 
songs of joy. 
 

*​you are invited to stand in body or in spirit 

*Hymn #643 ​~​ “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Holy Vessels 

Responsive Chorus #406 ~ ​“We Are Standing on Holy Ground” 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around; 
Let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.   

Invitation to Confession 

Prayer of Confession ​~​ in unison 

Everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being, you have made                             
us for yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Give us                               
purity of heart and strength of purpose, that no selfish passion may hinder us                           
from knowing your will, no weakness keep us from doing it; that in your light we                               
may see clearly, and in your service find perfect freedom, through Jesus Christ.                         
Amen.     ​(A time of silent, personal prayer) 



Assurance of Forgiveness 

Response #423 ~ ​“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”​  (v.1) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; create in me a clean heart, O God; 
create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.   

Prayer for Illumination 

Hebrew Scripture ​~ Numbers 21.4-9 

Special Music​ ~ ​“ ​For The Beauty Of The Earth​”​ (​Composer) ~ Bells  

Christian Scripture ​~ John 3.14-21 

Message ​~ “Ophiology” 

*Hymn #634 ​~​“To God Be the Glory” 

Community at Prayer  
 

Invitation to Prayer #698  ~ “​Take, O Take Me as I Am” 

Take, O take me as I am;, summon out what I shall be; 
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.   

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer ~​ ​in unison 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 

*Hymn # 610 ​~ ​“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

*Passing the Peace 

*Benediction  

*Choral Response #748 ​~​“Go with Us, Lord” 

Go with us Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming day, 
that in your Spirit strong and true our lives may be our gift to you.   

Postlude 

CCLI#2342595/20863950  CVLI#504305417  

 



Today, following worship until 1:00PM at the church... 
ROMANS 12:4​: ​CEREAL DRIVE​ for ​Blessings in a Backpack 

  
From the Board of Deacons​: Single bags of non-perishable food are available 

from the Food Pantry to the members of St. Paul’s, their families, and to 
residents of the Livonia and Redford communities who seek assistance. 

The distribution times are limited. 
 Please call the office during business hours for information. 

The annual Per Capita Apportionment for St. Paul’s for 2021 is $4,215.90, which                         
translates to $32.00 ​PER MEMBER based on the membership rolls as of                       
December 31, ​2019​. Requesting ​EVERY MEMBER to voluntarily contribute their                   
portion of the required apportionment reduces the financial impact on the                     
General Fund.   Your support of this request is greatly appreciated! 

And as a REMINDER: To avoid what seem to be inevitable mail delays-if you                           
are in the area-you can deposit offering envelopes or any other correspondence                       
in our SECURE mailbox. Just be sure to include your donations in your personal                           
numbered envelopes, PLEASE!  Thank you!! 

 

Gail Artinian,​ ​Janet Frank, Karen Bright, Sheldon Davis, Doris Knecht, Joyce Barton 
Pam Phillips, Suzanne Tabaka,  Jim & Joanna Roye, Nola Bonandrini, Frank & Nancy Saunders 

Jerry Stone, Beverly Dearth, Anita Falk, Kathleen Warren, Bob Liebertz, Grace Campbell, Susan Grant 
Bruce Phillips, Patricia Hutchison, Linda Thompson & her sister, Shirley Kircoff, Pat Baker 

Glenn Ellan Rubright ~ sister of Mike Graham; Nicole Snead ~ daughter of Bill VanEck 
Nancy Kreipke ~ mother of Christian; Rich McKenzie ~ son of Jean; Erin Lewis ~ daughter of Pattie Benoit 

Phyllis Badman ~ niece of Georgia Hunt; Christie Piastowski ~ daughter of Karen Bright 
Janet Kusuhara ~ cousin of Meta Tulley; Joe Ducsay ~ friend of Mike & Carol Graham; Mark Osborne ~ son of Janet 

Diane Calloway & Tony S. ~ cousins of Gail Artinian; MaryAnn Tabaka ~ mother of Suzanne 
Eric Tabaka ~ nephew of Suzanne;  Cyndi Knecht ~ daughter of Doris; Joe Perko ~ friend of Wanda & Bob Seymour 

David Bonandrini ~ son of Nola & Ben; Zoe Marcus ~ friend of Karen Erwin 
Gideon Janku ~ great nephew of Bob Westbrook; Judy Siegfried ~ sister-in-law of Pam Phillips 

Randy Tillman ~ son of Gloria Rubbo; Leslie Benoit ~ daughter of the late Tamar and Jim Duthie 
Mary Rayes ~ friend of Pat Hutchison; Adam Schilling & Eric Shilling ~ grandsons of Ron & Janet Frank 

Donald Keller III ~ son of Jan Lapenta;  Scott Davis ~ son of Sheldon & Marion Davis   

 ​Please review the prayer list and report any changes to the office as soon as possible.   
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The phrase "holy ground" resonates with the experience of Moses at the burning bush, where he had an
enco-unter with Cod (Exodus 3:5; also quoted in the martyr Stepherls sermon, Acts 7:33). The reference to
angels may recall Jacob's vision (Genesis 28:12-17) or Hebrews 12:22.

TEXT and MUSIC: Ceron Davis, 1983
Text aod Music A 1983 Songchannel Music Company and Meaclowgreen MLtsic Company

( adn in. E M I CMC Pu blish i ng.com )
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The text here comes from Psalm 51:10-12, three verses that illustrate the pattern of paral1e1s often found in
Hebrew poetry. The first verse here centers on positive actiom, the second on avoidance of negative actions,

and the th'rrd on providing an improved spidtual condition.

TEXT: Para. John Carte0 1 997
MUSIC: john Carter, 1997
Text and Music a 1997 Hope Publishing Conpany
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ADORATION
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TEXI Fanny Jane Crosby, 1 875

Mtlslc: William Howard Doane, 1875

This American gospel song becme popular in England in the late 19th century, then retumed to-this country
in the mid-2Othlerituy with the Biliy Graham cruiades. Its continuing popularity may well be due to the
freedom from subjective considerations in its praise of God.

TO COD BETHE CLORY
11 .1 1.1 1 .1 1 with refrain



ADORATION

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the peo - ple re - joice!
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DEDICATION
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Take, O Take Me as I Am
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Take, O take me as I am;
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The brevity of this text and tune invite repeated singing, either as a sustained chain of sound oras a sung
response in a series of prayers. It offers ahore reflective approach to the same theme of self-dedication
evident in older hymm such as "Just as I Am" (see no. 442).

TEXT and MUSIC: lohn L. Bell, 1995
Text and Music A 1995 WCRC, lona Community (admin. CIA Publications, lnc.)

TAKE ME AS I AM
7.7.7.4

699 Fill My Cup
Refrain ,

The refrain of this gospel song by a well-known Presbyterim pastor and musicim can be understood as a

meditation on Psal-rn 23:t white'the stffias reflect m updated and easily accessible interpretation of the
prayer often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi (see no. 753).

TEXT and MUSIC: lsaiah Jones Jr., 1 969
Text and Music @ 1970 Davike Music Company, assigned 1986 Fticout Music Company

ver-flow;

FILL MY CUP
6/d/wrthretraln





Co with Us, Lord

DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

748

^May be sunq as a canon.

This verv accessible sunq praver was created by the director of chi ldren's ministry at the National
presbytJrim Church in frashington, DC, for use by their children's choir, but it is suitable for people of all

ages. the familiar tune makes it"easy to learn and io memorize.

TEXT: Mary lackson Cathey, 1 986
MUSIC: Thomas Tallis; adapt. Parker's Whole Psaltet, c. 1561

Text @ 1990 Hope Publishing Company

IALLIS'CANON
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