
Sunday,  February 21, 2021 ~ The 1st Sunday in Lent

Welcome and Announcements ~ Jan Lapenta

Prelude

Call to Worship from Psalm 25 ~ responsive ~ Jan Lapenta

Leader: To you, O Lord, I li� up my soul.

People: O my God, in you I trust, make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me
your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for
you I wait all day long.

Leader: Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old.

People: Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according
to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

*you are invited to stand in body or in spirit

*Hymn #39 ~ “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

Holy Vessels ~ Rev. Jim Faile

Responsive Chorus #406

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around;
Let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.

Invitation to Confession ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

Prayer of Confession ~ in unison

God of the covenant, as the forty days of deluge swept away the world’s
corruption and watered the beginnings of righteousness and life, so in the saving
waters of Baptism we are washed clean and born again. Throughout these forty
days renew us with your grace, cleanse our hearts of all that is unholy, and cause
your gi� of new life to flourish once again, through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

(A time of silent, personal prayer)

Assurance of Forgiveness ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

Response #423 ~ “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” (v. 1)

Create in me a clean heart, O God; create in me a clean heart, O God;
create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.



Prayer for Illumination ~ Jan Lapenta

Hebrew Scripture ~ Genesis 9.8-17 ~  Jan Lapenta

Special Music ~ “I Need Thee Every Hour” (A.S. Hawks; R. Lowry) ~ Jeff Velis

Christian Scripture ~ Mark 1.9-15 ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

Message ~ “The God who remembers” ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

*Hymn #480 ~ “Take Me to the Water”

Community at Prayer  ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

Invitation to Prayer #698  ~ “Take, O Take Me as I Am”

Take, O take me as I am;, summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.

Prayers of the People ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

The Lord’s Prayer ~ in unison

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*Hymn #834 ~ “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

* Passing the Peace ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

* Benediction ~ Rev. Nate Achterhof

* Choral Response #748 ~“Go with Us, Lord”

Go with us Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming day,
that in your Spirit strong and true our lives may be our gi� to you.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The council calls a special meeting of the congregation of St. Paul's for TODAY,
February 21, 2021, immediately following worship. The meeting will be virtual

via the same method of participating in worship (Google Meet and dial in).
The purpose of the meeting is to hear the report of the Pastor Nominating

Committee, to present the candidate, to vote on their recommendation to extend
the call and approve the terms of call, and to dismiss the PNC with thanks upon



the installation of the newly called pastor.  Three members of the congregation
will attest to the meeting.   No other business will be conducted at this meeting.

Highlights from the February 16 Council Meeting:
1. Discussed the voting procedure for the Congregational Meeting for PNC.

2. The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services will be combined into one
online service and will be available by Maundy Thursday.

3. The annual combined meeting with the Board of Deacons will be
Tuesday, May 11, 2021.

4. The Fellowship/Outreach Committee is seeking members.
Please contact Kathy VanEck @ 313-231-1543 for information.
5. As noted in the details below, the ROMANS event will be

Sunday, March 14, 2021.
ROMANS 12:4: CEREAL DRIVE for Blessings in a Backpack

Who will feed the kids this weekend?
“Because hunger doesn’t take a break on weekends.”

All donations will be going to Blessings in a Backpack: Livonia.
Their goal is to provide nutritional meals on the weekend to children in need in the

Livonia Public School district.
Please purchase ready to eat, full size boxes of cereal for donating.

The collection date is Sunday, March 14th, following worship until 1:00PM
at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church.  Questions? Contact Kathy Potter

christianeducator@stpaulspresbyterian.church or 313-719-8467
From the Board of Deacons:  Single bags of non-perishable food are available

from the Food Pantry to the members of St. Paul’s, their families, and to
residents of the Livonia and Redford communities who seek assistance.

The distribution times are limited.
Please call the office during business hours for information.

The annual Per Capita Apportionment for St. Paul’s for 2021 is $4,215.90, which
translates to $32.00 PER MEMBER based on the membership rolls as of
December 31, 2019. Requesting EVERY MEMBER to voluntarily contribute their
portion of the required apportionment reduces the financial impact on the
General Fund.   Your support of this request is greatly appreciated!

And as a REMINDER: To avoid what seem to be inevitable mail delays (we
received a local offering envelope on February 10, 2021 postmarked November
30, 2020!!)-if you are in the area-you can deposit offering envelopes or any other
correspondence in our SECURE mailbox. Just be sure to include your donations
in your personal numbered envelopes, PLEASE!  Thank you!!



Gail Artinian, Janet Frank, Karen Bright, Sheldon Davis, Doris Knecht, Joyce Barton
Pam Phillips, Suzanne Tabaka,  Jim & Joanna Roye, Nola Bonandrini, Frank & Nancy Saunders

Jerry Stone, Beverly Dearth, Anita Falk, Kathleen Warren, Bob Liebertz, Grace Campbell, Susan Grant
Bruce Phillips, Patricia Hutchison, Linda Thompson & her sister, Shirley Kircoff

Nicole Snead ~ daughter of  Bill VanEck; Nancy Kreipke~ mother of  Christian; Rich McKenzie ~ son of  Jean
Erin Lewis ~ daughter of  Pattie Benoit; Thomas Peeples~ friend of  Jeff  Graham

Phyllis Badman ~ niece of  Georgia Hunt; Christie Piastowski~ daughter of  Karen Bright
Janet Kusuhara ~ cousin of  Meta Tulley; Joe Ducsay~ friend of  Mike & Carol Graham; Mark Osborne ~ sonof  Janet

Diane Calloway & Tony S. ~ cousins of  Gail Artinian;MaryAnn Tabaka ~ mother of  Suzanne
Eric Tabaka ~ nephew of  Suzanne;  Cyndi Knecht ~ daughterof  Doris; Joe Perko ~ friend of  Wanda & Bob Seymour

David Bonandrini ~ son of  Nola & Ben; Zoe Marcus ~friend of  Karen Erwin
Gideon Janku ~ great nephew of  Bob Westbrook; JudySiegfried ~ sister-in-law of  Pam Phillips

Randy Tillman ~ son of  Gloria Rubbo; Leslie Benoit~ daughter of  the late Tamar and Jim Duthie
Mary Rayes ~ friend of  Pat Hutchison; Adam Schilling& Eric Shilling ~ grandsons of  Ron & Janet Frank

Donald Keller III ~ son of  Jan Lapenta;  Scott Davis~ son of  Sheldon & Marion Davis

Please review the prayer list and report any changes to the office as soon as possible.



39 Creat ls Thy Faithfulness
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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*Or "Creat is thy faithfulness, O Cod, Creator."

Written as a meditation on Lamen tations 3:22)3, this text is one of the few hyms among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist wri.ter and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, md the pairing has proved enduring.

FAITHFU LNESS

1 1.'1 0.1 1.10 with refrain
TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1 923
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, '1923

Textand MusicA 1923, rcn. l95l Hope PublishingCompany



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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We Are Standing on Holy Cround
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The phrase "holy ground" resonates with the experience of Moses at the burning bush, where he had an
enco-unter with Cod (Exodus 3:5; also quoted in the martyr Stepherls sermon, Acts 7:33). The reference to
angels may recall Jacob's vision (Genesis 28:12-17) or Hebrews 12:22.

TEXT and MUSIC: Ceron Davis, 1983
Text aod Music A 1983 Songchannel Music Company and Meaclowgreen MLtsic Company

( adn in. E M I CMC Pu blish i ng.com )

HOLY CROUND
lrregular



Create in Me a Clean Heart, O Cod 423
(Bsalm 51)
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The text here comes from Psalm 51:10-12, three verses that illustrate the pattern of paral1e1s often found in
Hebrew poetry. The first verse here centers on positive actiom, the second on avoidance of negative actions,

and the th'rrd on providing an improved spidtual condition.

TEXT: Para. John Carte0 1 997
MUSIC: john Carter, 1997
Text and Music a 1997 Hope Publishing Conpany

SARADAY
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BAPTISM
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This African American spiritual sums up the commitment of a candidate for baptism: the request for the rite,
an expressionof motivation, and a succinct affirmation of faith. The widening rirelodic llnes tuild anticipation
and give weight to the final phrase of each stma.

IAKE ME TO THE WATER
lrregular

TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual



DEDICATION

698
AND STEWARDSHIP

Take, O Take Me as I Am
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The brevity of this text and tune invite repeated singing, either as a sustained chain of sound oras a sung
response in a series of prayers. It offers ahore reflective approach to the same theme of self-dedication
evident in older hymm such as "Just as I Am" (see no. 442).

TEXT and MUSIC: lohn L. Bell, 1995
Text and Music A 1995 WCRC, lona Community (admin. CIA Publications, lnc.)

TAKE ME AS I AM
7.7.7.4

699 Fill My Cup
Refrain ,

The refrain of this gospel song by a well-known Presbyterim pastor and musicim can be understood as a

meditation on Psal-rn 23:t white'the stffias reflect m updated and easily accessible interpretation of the
prayer often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi (see no. 753).

TEXT and MUSIC: lsaiah Jones Jr., 1 969
Text and Music @ 1970 Davike Music Company, assigned 1986 Fticout Music Company

ver-flow;

FILL MY CUP
6/d/wrthretraln



IIVINC AND DYINC IN CHRIST

834 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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This black gospel song, like much hymody, sprang out of the author's deep personal loss (the death of his
wife and newborn son) yet it has brought solace to many. He thought his fingers were playing new music,
but they mlocked a deep memory of a tune almost a century old.

TEXT: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1 938
MUSIC: Ceorge N. Allen, 1844; arr. Thomas A. Dorsey, 1 938
Text and Music Atr. @ 1938, ren. WarnerTamerlane Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfrecl Publishing Co., lnc.)



Co with Us, Lord

DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

748

^May be sunq as a canon.

This verv accessible sunq praver was created by the director of chi ldren's ministry at the National
presbytJrim Church in frashington, DC, for use by their children's choir, but it is suitable for people of all

ages. the familiar tune makes it"easy to learn and io memorize.

TEXT: Mary lackson Cathey, 1 986
MUSIC: Thomas Tallis; adapt. Parker's Whole Psaltet, c. 1561

Text @ 1990 Hope Publishing Company

IALLIS'CANON
LM


